CEROXYLIXJK	375
pistiilode conical. Female flowers ovoid ; sepals broad, obtuse,
imbricate; petals longer, convolute; staminodes 6, minute; ovary
3-celledj l-ovuled; stigmas minute.
Fruit small, sub-spherical; stigmas sub-basilar. Seed pendulous
from the top of the cavity, sinuately grooved or ridged; albumen
equable.
Species 2.—Travancore; Nicobar Islands.
Leaves 3-4 feet long	    B. coddapanna.
Leaves 5-8 feet long	    B~ nicobarica.
1. Bentinckia coddapanna Berry in Roxb. FL Ind. Ill, 621; Mart, Hist.
Nat. Palm. Ill, 165, 228, L 139; Kunth Enum. Ill, 228; Griff, in Gale,
Jourh. Nat. Hist. V, 467: Palms Brit. Ind. 160, Append. XXVI; Wight in
Madr. Journ. Nat, Sc. II, 385; Hook. FL Brit Ind, VI, 418; Brandis Ind.
Trees 647*—ICeppleriu Mart. Mss. esc Endl. Gen. PL 25.
names.—Lord Bentinck's Palm. Yarn Karoavu (MaL) ; Cadda-
panna (Teling.).
description.—Trunk slender, reed-like, about 20-30 feet high
and 6 inches in diameter, annulate. Leaves 3-5 feet; leaflets
30-40 pair, 2 feet or more long, and 11- inch broad, linear,
much acuminate, rigid, closely inserted, generally split at the
point into two exceedingly narrow triangular portions, two to
four inches long, the fissure often bearing a thread; above 2-
keeled, keels paleaceous.
Spathes membranous, lower truncate, upper complete. Spadices
1-2 feet long. Common peduncle 2-3 inches long of violet colour
towards the base, branches few, each with a membranous broad
semi-amplexicaul bract, three or four times divided; of the
female simple, generally only with two divisions. Colour of the
male spadices scarlet, of the female pale lilac or violet. Spikes
6-10 inches in length, subfastlgiate. Male flowers arranged in
rather loose spires, immersed in pits, which are at first nearly
closed, afterwards opening vertically. In each pit there are
2, 3 or even 4 flowers, with occasionally a female in those
towards the base of the spikes, the upper ones opening first.
An ovate-triangular bract arises from, under the lowermost
flower, and a small bracteole bearded on the upper margin is
situated on the outer side of the upper ernes. Calyx about 1
inch long; sepals glumaeeous, oblong, concave, rather obtuse,
connate below, imbricate; petals nearly twiee as long as the
calyx, purplish, ovate, rather acute, valvata. Stamens 6» included;

